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SECTION 12356 - RESIDENTIAL CASEWORK 

PART 1 - GENERAL  

1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary 
Conditions and Division 01 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 

1.2 SUMMARY 

A. Section Includes: 

1. Kitchen cabinets. 
2. Vanity cabinets. 
3. Plastic-laminate countertops and backsplashes. 
4. Kitchen sinks. 

B. Related Sections: 

1. Division 11 Section "Residential Appliances" for appliances. 

1.3 DEFINITIONS 

A. Exposed Surfaces of Cabinets:  Surfaces visible when doors and drawers are closed, including 
visible surfaces in open cabinets or behind glass doors. 

B. Semiexposed Surfaces of Cabinets:  Surfaces behind opaque doors or drawer fronts, including 
interior faces of doors and interiors and sides of drawers, and bottoms of wall cabinets. 

C. Concealed Surfaces of Cabinets:  Surfaces not usually visible after installation, including 
sleepers, web frames, dust panels, bottoms of drawers, ends of cabinets installed directly against 
and completely concealed by walls or other cabinets, and tops of wall cabinets and utility 
cabinets. 

1.4 SUBMITTALS 

A. Product Data:  For the following: 

1. Cabinets. 
2. Plastic-laminate countertops. 
3. Cabinet hardware. 
4. Stainless-Steel sinks. 
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B. Shop Drawings:  For cabinets and countertops.  Include plans, elevations, details, and 
attachments to other work.  Show materials, finishes, filler panels, hardware, edge and 
backsplash profiles, methods of joining countertops, and cutouts for plumbing fixtures. 

C. Samples for Initial Selection:  For each type of material exposed to view. 

D. Samples for Verification:  For the following products: 

1. Wood-veneered panels with transparent finish, 8 by 10 inches (200 by 250 mm), for each 
species. 

2. Solid wood with transparent finish, 50 sq. in. (300 sq. cm), for each species. 
3. Solid wood trim with transparent finish, 8 inches (200 mm) long, for each species. 
4. Plastic laminate for cabinet finish, 8 by 10 inches (200 by 250 mm). 
5. Vinyl-faced panels for cabinet interior finish, 8 by 10 inches (200 by 250 mm). 
6. Thermoset decorative panels for cabinet interior finish, 8 by 10 inches (200 by 250 mm). 
7. Plastic laminate for countertops, 8 by 10 inches (200 by 250 mm). 
8. Exposed hardware, for each type of item. 

E. Qualification Data:  For qualified manufacturer. 

F. Product Certificates:  For casework, from manufacturer 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 CABINETS (Severe Use) 

A. Basis of Design Product:  The design for cabinets is based on LEEDO, Ashton “Espresso“ 
Finish.  Subject to compliance with requirements, provide the named product or a comparable 
product by one of the following: 

1. Kitchen Casework: 

a. Cardell Cabinets 
b. Crotone Kitchens, Inc. 
c. Leedo Cabinetry 
d. Saco Industries, Inc. 
e. Tru-Wood Cabinets, Inc. 
f. Yorktowne Cabinetry 

B. Quality Standard:  Provide cabinets that comply with KCMA A161.1. 

1. KCMA Certification:  Provide cabinets with KCMA's "Certified Cabinet" seal affixed in 
a semiexposed location of each unit and showing compliance with the above standard. 

2. Cabinetwork and Countertops:  AWI Section 400 
3. Miscellaneous Work: AWI Section 700. 
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C. Face Style:  Flush overlay; door and drawer faces cover cabinet fronts with only enough space 
between faces for operating clearance. 

D. Door and Drawer Fronts:  Solid-wood or plywood stiles and rails, 5/8 inch (19 mm) thick, with 
1/4-inch- (6.4-mm-) thick, veneer-faced plywood center panels. 

E. Face Frames:  3/4-by-1-1/2-inch (19-by-41-mm) solid wood. 

F. Exposed Cabinet End Finish:  Wood veneer. 

G. Cabinet End Construction:  min 1/2-inch- (12.7-mm-) thick exterior grade plywood. 

H. Cabinet Tops and Bottoms:  1/2-inch- (12.7-mm-) thick plywood, fully supported by and 
secured in dadoes in end panels and front frame. 

I. Back, Top, and Bottom Rails:  3/4-by-2-1/2-inch (19-by-63-mm) solid wood, interlocking with 
end panels and rabbeted to receive top and bottom panels.  Back rails secured under pressure 
with glue and with mechanical fasteners. 

J. Back Panels:  3/16-inch- (4.8-mm-) thick exterior grade plywood dadoed or rabbeted into end 
panels. 

K. Front Frame Drawer Rails:  3/4-by-1-1/4-inch (19-by-32-mm) solid wood mortised and fastened 
into face frame. 

L. Drawers:  Fabricate with exposed fronts fastened to subfront with mounting screws from 
interior of body. 

1. Join subfronts, backs, and sides with glued rabbeted joints supplemented by mechanical 
fasteners or glued dovetail joints. 

2. Subfronts, Backs, and Sides:  1/2-inch- (12.7-mm-) thick solid wood or 1/2-inch- (9.5-
mm-) thick plywood. 

3. Bottoms:  1/4-inch- (6.4-mm-) thick plywood dadoed and glued into drawer box. 

M. Shelves:  5/8-inch- (16-mm-) thick solid wood or 5/8-inch- (16-mm-) thick plywood with edge 
banding on all sides. 

N. Joinery:  Rabbet backs flush into end panels and secure with concealed mechanical fasteners.  
Connect tops and bottoms of wall cabinets and bottoms and stretchers of base cabinets to ends 
and dividers with mechanical fasteners.  Rabbet tops, bottoms, and backs into end panels. 

O. Factory Finishing:  Finish cabinets at factory.  Defer only final touchup until after installation. 

2.2 CABINET MATERIALS 

A. General: 

1. Hardwood Lumber:  Kiln dried to 7 percent moisture content. 
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a. All wood touching floors are to be pressure treated lumber. 

2. Softwood Lumber:  Kiln dried to 10 percent moisture content. 

a. All wood touching floors are to be pressure treated lumber. 

3. Hardwood Plywood:  HPVA HP-1, urea-formaldehyde free or edges sealed 
4. Particleboard:  No particleboard shall be used. 
5. Medium-Density Fiberboard:  ANSI A208.2, Grade MD, urea-formaldehyde free or all 

surfaces sealed. 
6. Hardboard:  No hardboard shall be used. 

B. Exposed Materials: 

1. Exposed Wood Species:  Maple. 

a. Select materials for compatible color and grain.  Do not use two adjacent exposed 
surfaces that are noticeably dissimilar in color, grain, figure, or natural character 
markings. 

b. Staining and Finish:  As selected by Architect from manufacturer's standard range. 

2. Solid Wood:  Clear hardwood lumber of species indicated, free of defects. 
3. Plywood:  Hardwood plywood with face veneer of species indicated, with Grade A faces 

and Grade C backs of same species as faces. 

a. Edge band exposed edges with veneer edging of same species as face veneer. 

C. Semiexposed Materials:  Unless otherwise indicated, provide the following: 

1. Solid Wood:  Sound hardwood lumber, selected to eliminate appearance defects.  Same 
species as exposed surfaces. 

2. Plywood:  Hardwood plywood with Grade C faces and not less than Grade 3 backs of 
same species as faces.  Face veneers of same species as exposed surfaces. 

D. Concealed Materials:  Solid wood or plywood, of any hardwood or softwood species, with no 
defects affecting strength or utility; particleboard; medium-density fiberboard; or hardboard. 

2.3 CABINET HARDWARE 

A. General:  Manufacturer's standard units complying with BHMA A156.9, of type, size, style, 
material, and finish as selected by Architect from manufacturer's standard range. 

B. Pulls:  Finger pulls at apartment units and Wire pulls at barrier free units. 

C. Hinges:  Concealed European-style self-closing hinges. 
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D. Drawer Guides:  Epoxy-coated-steel, self-closing drawer guides; designed to prevent rebound 
when drawers are closed; with nylon-tired, ball-bearing rollers; and complying with 
BHMA A156.9, Type B05011 or B05091. 

2.4 PLASTIC-LAMINATE COUNTERTOPS 

A. Quality Standard:  KCMA A161.2. 

B. Configuration:  Provide countertops with the following front, cove (intersection of top with 
backsplash), backsplash, and endsplash style: 

1. Front:  Self-edge. 
2. Cove:  Applied (backsplash rests on top forming seam at inside corner). 
3. Backsplash: Square edge with scribe. 
4. Endsplash:  Square edge with scribe. 

C. Plastic-Laminate Substrate:  Particleboard not less than 3/4 inch (19 mm) thick, urea-
formaldehyde free or all surfaces sealed. 

1. For countertops at sinks and lavatories, use Grade M-2-Exterior-Glue particleboard or 
exterior-grade plywood, urea-formaldehyde free or all edges sealed. 

2. Build up countertop thickness to 1-1/2 inches (38 mm) at front, back, and ends with 
additional layers of particleboard laminated to top. 

D. Backer Sheet:  Provide plastic-laminate backer sheet on underside of countertop substrate. 

E. Paper Backing:  Provide paper backing on underside of countertop substrate. 

2.5 COUNTERTOP MATERIALS 

A. Plastic Laminate:  High-pressure decorative laminate complying with NEMA LD 3. 

1. Manufacturers:  Subject to compliance with requirements, available manufacturers 
offering products that may be incorporated into the Work include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

a. Abet Laminati 
b. Formica Corp. 
c. Nevamar Decorative Surfaces. 
d. Pionite Decorative Surfaces. 
e. Wilsonart International. 

2. Grade:  HGS. 
3. Provide through-color plastic laminate. 
4. Grade for Backer Sheet:  BKL. 
5. Colors, Textures, and Patterns:  As selected by Architect from countertop manufacturer's 

standard range.  
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B. Composite Wood and Agrifiber Products:  Provide products that comply with the testing and 
product requirements of the California Department of Health Services' "Standard Practice for 
the Testing of Volatile Organic Emissions from Various Sources Using Small-Scale 
Environmental Chambers," including 2004 Addenda. 

C. Particleboard:  ANSI A208.1, Grade M-2. 

D. Plywood:  Exterior softwood plywood complying with DOC PS 1, Grade C-C Plugged, touch 
sanded. 

E. Adhesives:  Do not use adhesives that contain urea formaldehyde. 

2.6 KITCHEN SINKS 

A. Single-Bowl Sink (Typical Apartments Unit): 
1. Basis of Design:  Elkay, Lustertone LR2522, complying with ASME A112.19.3. 

a. #18 (1.2mm) gauge, type 304 nickel bearing stainless steel 
b. Self-rimming 
c. Corners: coved radius curve. 
d. Finish: satin. 
e. Bowl Recess: 3/8” drop ledge. 
f. Depth: 8” min. 
g. Drain location: centered. 
h. Faucet configuration: 1- or 3-hole, to be coordinated with Plumbing Fixtures. 

B. Single-Bowl Sink (Barrier-Free Apartments Unit and Common Area Pantries): 
1. Basis of Design:  Elkay, Lustertone LRAD2522, complying with ASME A112.19.3. 

a. #18 (1.2mm) gauge, type 304 nickel bearing stainless steel 
b. Self-rimming 
c. Corners: coved radius curve. 
d. Finish: satin. 
e. Bowl Recess: 3/8” drop ledge. 
f. Depth: 6”. 
g. Drain location: Off-center 
h. Faucet configuration: 1- or 3-hole, to be coordinated with Plumbing Fixtures. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION  

3.1 INSTALLATION 

A. Install cabinets with no variations in flushness of adjoining surfaces; use concealed shims.  
Where cabinets abut other finished work, scribe and cut for accurate fit.  Provide filler strips, 
scribe strips, and moldings in finish to match cabinet face. 

B. Install cabinets without distortion so doors and drawers fit openings, are aligned, and are 
uniformly spaced.  Complete installation of hardware and accessories as indicated. 
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C. Install cabinets and countertop level and plumb to a tolerance of 1/8 inch in 8 feet (3 mm in 
2.4 m). 

D. Fasten cabinets to adjacent units and to backing. 

1. Fasten wall cabinets through back, near top and bottom, at ends and not less than 24 
inches (600 mm) o.c. with No. 10 wafer-head screws sized for 1-inch (25-mm) 
penetration into wood framing, blocking, or hanging strips. 

2. Fasten wall cabinets through back, near top and bottom, at ends and not less than 24 
inches (600 mm) o.c., with toggle bolts through metal backing behind gypsum board. 

E. Fasten plastic-laminate countertops by screwing through corner blocks of base units into 
underside of countertop.  Form seams using splines to align adjacent surfaces, and secure with 
glue and concealed clamping devices designed for this purpose. 

1. Provide cutouts for sinks and lavatories, including holes for faucets and accessories. 
2. Seal edges of cutouts by saturating with varnish. 

3.2 ADJUSTING AND CLEANING 

A. Adjust cabinets and hardware so doors and drawers are centered in openings and operate 
smoothly without warp or bind.  Lubricate operating hardware as recommended by 
manufacturer. 

B. Clean casework on exposed and semi-exposed surfaces.  Touch up factory-applied finishes to 
restore damaged or soiled areas. 

END OF SECTION 12356 
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SECTION 12511 - HORIZONTAL LOUVER BLINDS                                           
 
PART 1 - GENERAL 
 
1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 
 

A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary 
Conditions and Division 1 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 

 
1.2 SUMMARY 
 

A. This Section includes horizontal louver blinds. 
 

a. Provide horizontal miniblind with nominal 1”wide slat. louver blinds at all unit 
windows. 

 
B. Related Sections:  The following Sections contain requirements that relate to this Section: 

 
1. Division 6 Section "Miscellaneous Carpentry" for wood blocking and grounds for 

mounting horizontal louver blinds. 
2. Division 8 Sections for windows, with horizontal louver blinds mounted on window 

frames. 
 

1.3 SUBMITTALS 
 

A. General:  Submit each item in this Article according to the Conditions of the Contract and 
Division 1 Specification Sections. 

 
B. Product Data: For each type of product indicated.  Include styles, material descriptions, 

construction details, dimensions of individual components and profiles, features, finishes, 
and operating instructions. 

 
C. Shop drawings showing location and extent of blinds.  Show installation details at and 

relationship to adjoining work.  Include elevations indicating blind units.  Indicate location 
of blind controls. 

  
D. Samples for verification of the following products, in manufacturer's standard sizes, 

showing the full range of color, texture, and pattern variations expected.  Prepare samples 
from the same material to be used for the Work. 

 
1. Louver:  Manufacturer's standard-size unit, not less than 12 inches long. 

  2. Valance:  Manufacturer's standard-size unit, not less than 12 inches long. 
 

E. Schedule of horizontal louver blinds using same room designations indicated on Drawings. 
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F. Maintenance data for horizontal louver blinds to include in the operation and maintenance 

manual specified in Division 1.  Include the following: 
 

1. Methods for maintaining horizontal louver blinds and finishes. 
 
2. Precautions for cleaning materials and methods that could be detrimental to finishes 

and performance. 
 
1.4 QUALITY ASSURANCE 
 

A. Fire-Test-Response Characteristics:  Provide horizontal louver blinds identical to those 
tested for the following fire-test-response characteristics as determined by UL or another 
testing and inspecting agency acceptable to authorities having jurisdiction. 

 
1. Test Method:  NFPA 701. 
2. Rating:  Pass. 

  
B. Single-Source Responsibility:  Obtain each type of horizontal louver blind from one source 

and by a single manufacturer. 
 
1.5 PROJECT CONDITIONS 
 

A. Field Measurements:  Where horizontal louver blinds are indicated to fit to other 
construction, verify dimensions of other construction by field measurements before 
fabrication and indicate measurements on Shop Drawings.  Allow clearances for operable 
glazed units' operation hardware throughout the entire operating range.  Notify Architect of 
discrepancies.  Coordinate fabrication schedule with construction progress to avoid 
delaying the Work. 

 
B. Space Enclosure and Environmental Limitations: Do not install horizontal louver blinds 

until construction and wet and dirty finish work in spaces, including painting, is complete 
and ambient temperature and humidity conditions are maintained at the levels indicated for 
Project when occupied for its intended use. 

 
1.6 EXTRA MATERIALS 
 

A. Furnish extra materials described below that match products installed, are packaged with 
protective covering for storage, and are identified with labels clearly describing contents. 

 
1. Horizontal Louver Blinds:  Before installation begins, furnish quantity of full-size 

units equal to 5 percent of amount of each size installed. 
 
PART 2 - PRODUCTS 
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2.1 MANUFACTURERS 
 

A. Available Manufacturers: Provide  “Bali - 1”Customiser Mini blinds" or approved equal. 
Subject to compliance with requirements, manufacturers offering products that may be 
incorporated in the Work include, but are not limited to, the following: 

  
1. Horizontal Louver Blinds: 

a. Eastern Standard Corp. 
b. Bali. 
c. Hunter Douglas, Inc. 
d. Joanna Western Mills Co. 
e. Kirsch. 
f. Levolor Corp. 
g. Louverdrape, Inc. 
h. Nanook. 
i. Springs Window Fashions Division, Inc.; (Bali-Grabber). 
j. Verosol USA, Inc. 

 
2.2 HORIZONTAL LOUVER BLINDS 
 

A. Louvers:  Manufacturer's standard as follows: 
 

1. Aluminum. 
2. Nominal Louver Width:  1 inch (miniblinds). 
 

B. Tilt Operation:  Manual with wand. 
 

1. Length of Tilt Control:  Full length of blind. 
  2. Position of Tilt Control:  Left side, unless otherwise indicated. 

3. Tilt:  Full. 
 

C. Cord-Lock Operation:  Cord lock; locks pull cord to stop blind at any position in ascending 
or descending travel. 

 
1. Position of Cord Lock:  Right side, unless otherwise indicated. 
 

D. Cord Equalizers:  Self-aligning to maintain horizontal louver blind position. 
 

E. Valance:  Match color of louvers. 
 

F. Mounting:  Underside of window head or as indicated on the drawtings. 
 
G. Colors and Patterns:  Where manufacturer's standard products are indicated, provide 

horizontal louvers complying with the following requirements: 
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1. Provide the Architect's selections from the manufacturer's full range of colors and 
patterns for horizontal louver blinds of type indicated. 

 
2.3 FABRICATION 
 

A. Product Standard and Description:  Comply with AWCMA Document 1029 for each 
horizontal louver blind unit consisting of louvers, rails, cord locks, tilting mechanisms, 
tapes, and installation hardware. 

 
B. Lifting and Tilting Mechanisms:  Noncorrosive, self-lubricating materials. 
C. Unit Sizes:  Obtain units fabricated in sizes to fill window and other openings as follows, 

measured at 74 deg F: 
 

1. Blind Units Installed Between (Inside) Jambs:  Width equal to 1/4 inch per side or ½ 
inch total, plus or minus 1/8 inch, less than jamb to jamb dimension of opening in 
which each blind is installed.  Length equal to 1/4 inch, plus or minus 1/8 inch, less 
than head to sill dimension of opening in which each blind is installed. 

   
D. Installation Fasteners:  Not less than 2 fasteners per bracket, fabricated from metal 

noncorrosive to blind hardware and adjoining construction; support blind units under 
conditions of normal use. 

 
E. Hold-Down Brackets:  Manufacturer's standard, as indicated. 

 
PART 3 - EXECUTION 
 
3.1 EXAMINATION 
 

A. Examine substrates, areas, and conditions for compliance with requirements for installation 
tolerances and other conditions affecting performance of horizontal louver blinds.  Do not 
proceed with installation until unsatisfactory conditions have been corrected. 

 
3.2 INSTALLATION 
 

A. Install blinds level, plumb, and located so exterior louver edges in any position are not 
closer than 1 inch to interior face of glass lites. 

 
1. Jamb Mounted:  Install headrail flush with face of opening jamb and head. 
 

3.3 ADJUSTING 
 

A. Adjust horizontal louver blinds to operate smoothly, easily, safely, and free from binding or 
malfunction throughout entire operational range. 

 
3.4 CLEANING AND PROTECTION 
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A.  Clean blind surfaces after installation, according to manufacturer's written instructions. 

B. Provide final protection and maintain conditions, in a manner acceptable to manufacturer 
and Installer, that ensure that horizontal louver blinds are without damage or deterioration 
at time of Substantial Completion. 

C. Replace damaged blinds that cannot be repaired, in a manner approved by Architect, before 
time of Substantial Completion. 

 
3.5 HORIZONTAL LOUVER BLIND SCHEDULE 
 

A. General:  Provide horizontal louver blinds to comply with requirements in this Section and 
with the following schedule of blinds: 

 
1. Provide horizontal louver blinds at all unit windows. 

 
B. Product(s): Provide the following product or approved equal 

 
1. Manufacturer's Name: Bali 

 
a. Product Name: “Bali 1” Customiser Mini Blinds"  

 
 
END OF SECTION 12511 
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